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Born in Cincinnati, Ohio
May 17, 1893 - February 21, 1961

Mr. Frederick Jones is the inventor of
over twenty refrigerator and cooling
devices. He 1s the inventor of the
portable refrigerator used in delivery
trucks to keep foods cold and safe
while 1n transit to their destinations.




J.W.
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For thousands’ of years people would
use cylinder wooden tools to roll their
dough. But i the 1800’s Mr. J.W.
Reed invented the rolling pin. He
added handles so that your hands
wouldn’t touch the pin while rolling.
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Born in New York,

1791 - February 12, 1856

Mr. Thomas Jennings was the first

African-American to receive a patent.
On March 3, 1821 he patented his
invention dry scouring which is now
called dry cleaning. Without Thomas L

Jennings there would be no George
and Louise Jefferson. &




Marie
Van Brittan
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Born in Queens, NY
October 30, 1922 - February 2, 1999

Along with her husband Albert Brown,
Mrs. Marie Van Brittan Brown
invented the home security system.
Due to the problems she was facing in
her neighborhood of Queens, NY she
created a system that would keep
people safe 1n their homes.
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| Lasting is the process of sewing the parts of a
shoe together by hand. One person could last
about 50 shoes in a twelve hour period. In
1883 Mr. Jan Matzeliger invented the shoe
lasting machine that could make about 150-
700 shoes in a day. His machine not only made

shoes faster, but also cut the prices of shoes in
| half.




Kenneth

Born in New York
1939

Three-Dimensional Viewing Glasses (3-DVG)
are cool glasses that when worn while viewing
a 3-D film, causes the illusion of people and
things jumping out of the screen and into your

face. They were invented by Mr. Kenneth
Dunkley in 1986




Lingo 1s a programming language which is
used to develop CD-ROMs, desktop
application software, Adobe Shockwave
content, interactive kiosks, and so many other
computer games and software. Lingo was
invented in 1989 by Mr. John Thompson.
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Dr. Mark Dean was a chief engineer at

International Business Machines Corporation
(IBM) and was a co-creator of the IBM

Personal Computer (IBM PC) that was

released in 1981. He holds three of the original
nine patents for the IBM PC. He was the first
African-American to be named an IBM fellow,
the highest technical honor awarded by IBM.
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Ms. Marian Croak holds over two hundred
patents in technology. One of her most known
inventions help organizations receive donations
from people via cellular phones. She is the
patent holder for text based donations to

organizations. She was also instrumental in
American Idol allowing people to vote for their
favorite contestant on their cellular phones.
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Born in Harlem, NY
November 4, 1942

Dr. Patricia Bath 1s the first African-
American woman to receive a patent for
medical purposes. She has five medical
patents. She invented the device that

improves on the laser to remove cataracts
from the eyes. All of her inventions are
devices that improve eyesight.




Born in Charleston, South Carolina
September 16, 1861 — 1947

Ms. Miriam Benjamin invented the Gong and
Signal Chair for Hotels. It helped staff at hotels
know when a guest needed or wanted assistance
or help. The chair had a button attached to it.
When the guest pressed the button it would light

up letting the staff know which guests needed
assistance. Her invention was later used and
adapted by the United States House of
Representatives and airlines.




Betty

Born in Ouachita Parish, Monroe, Louisiana
July 29, 1940

TATB 1s a dangerous and powerful explosive.
More powerful than TNT. It 1s highly
sensitive and the slightest touch could cause
it to explode. Dr. Betty Harris invented the

spot test that detects TATB 1n a field. This
allows people to know where the explosive i1s
so 1t 1s not accidentally touched or stepped
on.




Dr. Shirley Jackson was the first African-American

woman to obtain a PhD from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT). She is a scientist
who conducted breakthrough research. Due to Dr.
Jackson’s research, other inventors were able to
invent the portable facsimile machine, the touch
tone telephone, solar cells, and fiber optic cables.
Her research is also behind the technology behind
caller ID and call waiting.
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Born in Richmond, Virginia
July 15, 1864 — December 15, 1934

Mrs. Maggie Walker was the first
African-American woman to charter a

bank in America. She was the president
of the St. Luke Penny Savings Bank.

The bank served over 50 thousand
people and had 1,500 local branches.
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Being an inventor 1s hard work, but it
helps people. When you have a problem
find a way to solve it by inventing a
solution to the problem. You can be an
inventor at any age and at any time. So
start inventing something today.
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Written and Illustrated by
Best Selling Author, Casey Bell,
American History educates the reader on inventors and
innovators who changed
American history.
All of these amazing history
changers are of African descent.
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